
What to Expect When Attending Court 
 

Answering the Summons 

 Review the summons mailed to you by the court.  
o This document contains information about the person or people who are required to appear in court and the type of complaint filed. 
o If you have questions regarding the summons you may call the court at 713-661-2276 for assistance. 

 Appear before the court on the date indicated in the summons.  
o You must make this appearance in person.  
o Telephone calls do not satisfy this requirement.  
o If you fail to appear as required, a warrant for your arrest will be issued, additional warrant fees will be added to your offense. 

 Enter a plea. Only the person whose name appears on the citation (other than a licensed attorney) can enter a plea. The plea options are: 
o NOT GUILTY- when you enter this plea, you are stating to the court that you believe you are innocent of the charge, and you wish to have 

your case placed on the pre-trial docket. You will have a jury trial scheduled unless you waive that right and ask for a trial before the judge. 
o GUILTY- entering this plea means that you are admitting to the offense. You will be required to pay applicable fines plus all court costs. 
o NOLO CONTENDRE (NO CONTEST)- this plea means that you are not contesting the offense. You are not admitting that you committed 

the offense nor are you denying it. However, you understand that you will be responsible for paying the applicable fines plus all court costs. 
A plea of “no contest” may not be used at a subsequent civil trial as evidence of guilt. 

 

What to Wear to Court 

 No shorts, flip flops, tank tops, or sleeveless shirts are allowed. 

 Shirts must be tucked in and pants worn around the waist—no sagging. 

 Clothes should look nice and neat. 
 

Arriving at Court 

 Arrive to the courthouse 10 minutes before your time in court—this will allow you time to park, walk into the building, and get in line. 

 Wait in the lobby outside of the courtroom until the bailiff says it is okay to enter the courtroom. 

 Once in the courtroom, form a single line against the wall and wait your turn to approach the desk; have your court documents out and ready to 
show the clerk. 

 After checking in with the clerk, have a seat on a bench in the gallery and wait until you are called to speak with the judge or the Assistant District 
Attorney (ADA). 

  

While Inside the Court 

 No gum chewing, eating, or drinking will be allowed—no gum, no food, no beverages. 

 All cells phones, pagers, and portable data devices must be turned off—not turned on vibrate, but off. 

 If possible, leave small children at home, in the care of another family member or trusted neighbor. 

 No portable music devices (walkmans, CD players, MP3 players, etc) are allowed. 

 The court is a secured environment; all people and personal items are subject to be searched. 

 Concealed handgun permits DO NOT apply to a courthouse—NO guns allowed. 

 There is no talking while court is in session. 

 Keep your hands in plain sight and not in your pockets. 

 The Judge should be addressed as “Your Honor.” 

 Direct all comments directly to the judge. Do not speak while the Judge is speaking to you. 

 Reading the newspaper in the courtroom, particularly if this causes a distraction, is generally not allowed. 
 

When Seeing the Assistant District Attorney (ADA) 

 Come into the room quietly and have a seat at the table—the parent or guardian will sit across from the Alief ISD Attendance Officer and the 
student will sit across from the ADA. 

 The ADA, the Alief ISD Attendance Officer, and the TRIAD Case Worker will already be seated at the table. 

 The Alief ISD Attendance Officer will go over your case and review it with the ADA and TRIAD Case Worker.   
o The student will be asked what school he/she attends and what grade level he/she is in 
o The student should be prepared to explain the reason for the absences and what steps he/she has taken to correct the attendance issue. 
o Respond to yes/no questions from the ADA or the Alief ISD Attendance Officer with “yes ma’am”, “no ma’am”, “yes sir”, or “no sir”. 

 You will be given a ruling on your case and then directed to go back to the court room where you will wait to speak with the judge and/or clerk. 
 

Different Options for Court Decisions 

 Pre-trial diversion means you are on probation and have no court costs to pay.  

 Deferred adjudication means you are placed on probation and must pay court costs and special expense fees.  

 Convicted means you did not comply.    
o If you return to court on a second hearing and you fail to comply, on rare occasions, the court may extend the deferred adjudication once 

more, but the likelihood is that you will be convicted. 

 Case dismissed means you did comply or there is not sufficient evidence to determine guilt.  


